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BETHEL, MAINE
Reports of Municipal Officers
1949
ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE
OFFICERS
OF THE
Town of Bethel
FOR THE
Y E A R  E N D I N G  D E C .  3 1
1949
1950
The Oxford County Citizen
Bethel, Maine
A P R  9 1951
TOWN OFFICERS
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of Poor
ERNEST F. B i SBEE
JAM ES c . B A R TLE TT
Clerk
M ARGARET B. B A K E R
JOHN H. CARTER
Treasurer
JOHN M. HARRINGTON
Road Commissioner
EUBERTO P. T N
Tax Collector
W A LTE R  E. B A R TLE TT
Superintendent of Schools
DONALD M. CHRISTIE
Superintending School Committee
STANLEY L. BROWN EARL A. DAVIS
OLIVE A. H EAD
School Physician and Health Officer 
WID1) B. TW AD DLE, M. D.
Sealer of Weights and Measures
ELM ER E. BENNETT
Weigher, Town Scales
A LB E R T W. BUCK
Fire Ward Moderator
ROBERT M. BLAKE HUGH D. THURSTON
Constables
RODERICK S. McMILLIN ROBERT S. YORK
H ERBERT R. ROW E
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
DUKWARD H. MASON LESLIE E. DAVIS
HUGH I). THURSTON GUY PRATT
2 .5 - 5 1  k
ANNUAL REPORT
Valualion of Property and number of Polls as taken April 
1st, 1949:
Valuation of Real Estate
Resident Owners $1,028,815 00
Non-Resident Owners 168,135 00
Total Value of Real Estate $1,196,950 00
Valuation of Personal Estate 
Resident Owners $321,568 00
Non-Resident Owners 140,514 00
Total Value of Personal Estate 462,082 00
Grand Total of Real and Personal Estate $1,659,032 00
Total Value of Land $477,750 00
Total Value of Buildings 719,200 00
Increase in Valuation over 1948 117,450 00
Rate of Taxation .057
Poll Tax Rate $3 00
Number of Polls Taxed 644
Number of Polls Not Taxed 102
Percentage Paid Tax Collector .015
Collecting Excise Tax .15
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1949
For State Tax 
County Tax
4 .
Miscellaneous Account
1949
$10,272 49 
4,899 36 
1,600 00
1948
$9,619 30 
4,110 60 
2,000 00
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Town Officers’ Bills 4,700 00 4,700 00
Treasurer’s Bond 35 00 35 00
Collector’s Bond 20 00 20 00
Fire Department 800 00 900 00
Sewers 500 00 500 00
Street Lighting 265 00 265 00
Roads and Bridges 4,500 00 4,000 00
Winter Roads 5,000 00 5,000 00
0
Tarvia for Roads and Streets 5,500 00 3,000 00
State Aid Construction 1,596 00 1,098 00
Sidewalk Construction 500 00 500 00
Snow Removal, Sidewalks 800 00 400 00
Support of Poor 4,000 00 3,000 00
/
School Maintenance 36,000 00 38,000 00
School Repairs 2,800 00 1,900 00
School Insurance 300 00 384 44
Supt. of Schools & Office Expense 1,500 00 1,500 00
School Physician 100 00 100 00
Old Cemeteries 75 00 75 00
Bethel Public Library 600 00 600 00
Memorial Dav Observance 100 00 72 00
Motor Vehicle Insurance 300 00 300 00
State of Maine Publicity Bureau
C -
100 00 100 00
Bethel Chamber of Commerce 200 00 200 00
Interest on Loans 600 00 800 00
Town Garage Equipment 1,000 00
Abatements 383 27
Notes 5,800 00
$94,846 12
Overlay 1,652 23
$96,498 35
Taxes Assessed as Follows
$1,659,032 Valuation @  .057 $94,564 82
Overlay in V-2 cents 1 53
644 Polls (a) 3 00 1,932 00
$96,498 35
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Excise Tax Collected for 1949 
Pjxci.se Tax Collected for 1950 
Supplementary Tax, 1948 
Supplementary Tax, 1949
$9,058 68 
1,450 80 
45 00 
146' 94
$10,701 42
EXTRACT FROM ASSESSORS’ REPORT
Live Stock Taxed
Η o rses 109 $10,220 00
Colts, 3 to 4 years old,
of all types 1 100 00
Colts, 2 to 3 years old,
not draft type 1 50 00
Steers, Oxen, Bulls and Beef Cattle
over 18 months 49 4,880 00
INIi 1 k Cows, including heifers
that have freshened 406 35,330 00
Heifers ewer two yearsW old
not vet freshened 50 3,485 00
Heifers 18 months to
2 years old 42 2,165 00
Goats 8 40 00
Domestic Fowl
(Over 50 in no.) 9,089 5,869 00
Exempt Live Stock and Domestic1 Fo
Cattle 18 months and
younger 237 $8,295 00
Draft Colts, under 3 years old,
Mules, Horses, under r
6 mos. old 9 450 00
Sheep (to 35 in no.) 23 230 00
Swine (to 10 in no.) 79 1,185 00
Domestic Fowl
(to 50 in no.) 2,494 1,571 00
$62,139 00
$11,731 00
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All Other Personal Property
Stock in Trade $59,825 00
Unmanufactured Materials in Mills 17,400 00
Portable Mills 3 4,250 00
Logs 14,736 00
Lumber 161,177 00
Boats 13 375 00
Gasoline Pumps
and Attachments 38 3,750 00
Musical Instruments 153 6.995 00
Radios _ 577 10,190 00
Furniture (over $500 in value)
including Electrical and other
modern appliances 37,050' 00
Finished Products in Mills 6,400 00
Tractors (not excised) 45 10,550 00
Machinery and Equipment 56,650 00
Other Property 10,595 00
$399 943 00
Grand Total of Personal Property $462,082 00
ABATEMENTS, 1949
Austin, J. Maynard, paid in Houlton 
Bennett, Henry, Heirs of 
error in assessing 
Boynton, Willard PI., error in valuation
n s  j  j
Burritt Lumber Sales Co., 
error in assessing 
Douglass, Fred L., error in valuation 
Day, Herbert,
Devisees of, error in assessing 
Grover, Albert S., and Beatrice E., 
error in valuation 
Hunt, Frank A. Jr., paid in S. Portland 
Merrill, Charles E., error in valuation 
Mason, Durward IL, no radio
Moore, Roy C., error in valuation 
Morrill, Dwight E., paid in Rumford
$3 00
63 34
11 40
437 36
11 40
22 80
5 70
3 00
28 50
57
11 40
3 57
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MacKenzie, Ethel W., error in assessing 2 85
Wheeler, Chester C.,
receiving compensation 3 00
$607 89
ABATEMENTS, 1948
Anderson, Roland, cannot find $3 00
Bryant, Charles W., receiving compensa­
tion 3 00
Nutting, Harold T., and Saunders,
Addison C., error in assessing 64 00
Wermenchuk, Joseph, deceased 3 96
$73 96
ABATEMENTS, 1947
Shepard, Roland, cannot find $3 81
Smith, Charles 1., unable to pay 3 54
$7 35
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
W. E. Bartlett, Collector of Taxes, in account with the 
Town of Bethel :
Dr.
f
To State, County and Town Taxes, committed 
for collection June 28th, 1949 $96,498 35
To Supplementary Taxes 146 94
To Bills Receivable (Overpaid Town) 20
Cr.
By Amount paid Town Treasurer $90,550 62
By Abatements 607 89
By Uncollected Taxes 5,486 98
1948 Tax Account 
W. E, Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To Uncollected Taxes January 1st,
1949 * $4,548 74
To Supplementary Taxes 45 00
Cr.
By Amount paid Town Treasurer $3,987 94
By Tax Liens filed with Town Treas. 446 52
By Abatements 73 96'
By Uncollected Taxes 85 32
$96,645 49
$96,645 49
$4,593 74
$4,593 74
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1947 Tax Account 
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To Uncollected Taxes January 1st, 1949 $33 06
Cr.
By Amount paid Town Treasurer $11 07
By Abatements 7 35
By Uncollected Taxes 14 64
$33 06
EXCISE TAXES ON MOTOR VEHICLES
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To Total Amount Collected $10,922 38
Cr.
By Amount paid Town Treasurer
1949 Taxes $9,058 68
By Amount paid Town Treasurer
1950 Taxes 1,450 80
By Amount paid County Treasurer
1949 Taxes - 383 75
By Amount paid County Treasurer
1950 Taxes 19 40
By Issuing 65 Receipts to persons in
Unorganized Townships 9 75
UNPAID TAXES, 1949
Bartlett, Harold L. $12 69
Bartlett, Laurence E. 134 52
$10,922 38
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Bennett, Raymond K. 16 00
Bethel Airport 34 20
Billings, Everett C. 62 13
Brooks, Warren E. 3 57
Brooks, Rodney W. 42 05
Brown, Roger 3 00f
Brown, Wallace H. 3 00
Bryant, Charles W. 74 96
Buck, Leroy C. 34 77
Butters, Seymour 3 57
Cairns, Herbert 14 97
Chapman, Franklin B. 12 12
Chapman, Ida C. 34 20
Chretien, Dona W. 2 00
Chretien, Violet B. 22 80
Coolidge, Lester E. and Marion 65 55
Coolidge, Lester E. 4 28
Coolidge, Leland 44 00
Crockett, J. Lawrence 13 55
Curtis, Arthur G. 86
Emery, Walter G. 114 57
Enman, Lester 43 76
Enman, Dana 3 00
Famum, Enos 34 20
Farnum, Mary E. 39 90
Forest Products Co. 102 60
Ilarthorne, Roderick 3 57
Harthorne, Marguerite 14 25
Hinkley, Daniel 3 00
Ilinkley, Richard 3 57
Holt, Donald 77 67
Kimball, Cevlon Heirs of
/  « /
76 57
King, Frank C. 3 00
Korhonen, John J. 87 50
Largey, Maynard 1. 40 47
Lovejoy, Kenneth 6 42
Mason, Alfred C. 17 67
Mason, Charles 13 55
Merrill, Freeman W. 34 77
Merrill, Joel F. 22 80
ANNUAL REPORTS
Merrill, G. Herman and Merrill, Lula 
Millett, Leon 0 .
Morgan, Kenneth 
Morgan, Gerry C.
Morgan, Wallace E.
Morgan, Olin G.
Murphy, Robert G.
Newell, Harry D.Newell, Nellie I).
Perkins, Guy P.
Philbrook, Dana C.
Plummer, Carl 
Raimey, E. Parker 
Robinson, Elias S.
Saunders, Marie E.
Saunders, Elmo 
Skillings, Edward Heirs of 
Spaulding, Lawrence 
Stevens, Frank Heirs of 
Stevens, Clyde A.
Taylor, Sumnery
Thompson, Arthur 
Tibbetts, William H.
Tvler, Ivy M.
Verrill, Louis 0.
Yirge, Avon 
Walker, Gerald A.
Warner, Doten K.
Westleigh, G. Reginald and
Westleigh, Madelyn LI. 
Westleigh, G. Reginald 
Westleigh, Ernest E.
Non-Resident
Bartlett. Z. Willis 
Cross, Albert 
Ferris, Joseph 
Holbrook, Gladys 
MacKenzie, Jack A.
Merrill, Dayton 
Collected since 12 H -19
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UNPAID TAXES, 1948
UNPAID TAXES, 1947
Billings, Everett C. 
h inkley, Daniel
Knight, George 
Saunders, Elmo 
Spaulding, Lawrence 
Tyler, Ivy 
Vanasse,. Emile 
Verrill, Lewis 0 . 
Walker, Gerald 
Collected since 12|31|49
Johnston, Leslie J. 
Walker, Gerald 
Wardwell, Merrill W.
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR
Appropriation for Care of Poor $4,000 00
Ree’d Town of Norway, rebate 12 00
$4,012 00
Amount Expended $4,345 08
Crockett, T. Lawrence
Paid
Groceries
Overdrawn $333 08
.SUMMARY, TOWN RELIEF
«
Brown, Elsie
Paid
Town of Mechanic Falls $540 00
$59 72
Hatfield, Herbert H.
Paid
Capitola Knight, Board $48 00
Town of Paris 71 79
$119 79
Heath, Claude W.
Paid
Town of Gilead $291 62
Hinkley, Daniel
Paid
Boynton and Matheson M. DCs $151 75
Hobbs, Mrs. Alfred 
Paid
Hospice Marcotte, board and care 589 45
Veteran, Family No. 1
Paid
Town of Paris ■ $42 84
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Mason, Alfred
Paid
Groceries
Fuel
Clothing
)  *
Manning, Hattie G.
Paid
Town of Peru $160 38
$548 94 
39 00 
86 76
Transportation to school 74 35
W. H. Boynton, M. D. 29 00
$778 05
Mason, William, Two Children of
Paid
Town of Mechanic Falls $403 93
McAllister, H. Eugene
Paid
Joel Merrill, Board and care $210 00
t
Veteran Family, No. 2
Paid
City of Portland $79 40
Reed, Charles Frank
Paid
Town of Canton $30 60
Swan, Roscoe A.
Paid . ,
Town of Greenwood $486 46
Veteran, Family No. 3
Paid
Town of Mechanic Falls $182 26
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Tramp Account
Paid
Mrs. Carrie Merrill $195 00
Groceries 3 83
Fuel · 20 00
POOR OF OTHER TOWNS
STATE POOR
$218 83
Amount Expended $808 36
Ree'd from Town of Paris $621 70
City of Portland 86 18
Town of Norway 21 31
Town of Canton 35 00
764 19
Due from Town of Paris $44 17
Summary, Poor of Other Towns
Veteran. Family No. 1, Paris $530 00
Jerome Smith, Paris 135 87
Lee F. Wing, Canton 35 00
Edward S. Brice Jr., Portland 6-7
Norway 1-7 107 49
$808 36
Amount Expended $1,245 86
Rec’d State Treasurer 551 26
Balance due from State $694 60
SUMMARY, STATE POOR
Paid
Brown, Charles H., Albany $126 81
Cone, Charles F., Bethel 88 39
Hart, Arthur C., Bethel 49 92
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Hatstatt, Ralph E., Albany 
Henley, Albert W., Bethel 
Hickford, Howard F ., Bethel 
Hinkley, Merle L·., Bethel 
Veteran, Family No. 1, Bethel 
Libby, Charles E., Bethel 
Lowe, George M., Albany 
Rugg, Bertrand W., Albany 
Sessions, Albertie L., Albany 
Smith, Charles I., Albany 
Spaulding, Lawrence H., Bethel
REPORT OF ROAD COMMISSIONER
The Hoards & Bridges Account shows a slight overdraft 
of $94.76 caused by the gravel and other small costs of the 
Unimproved Roads Account which have to be assumed by 
the Town. These costs amounted to $134.47.
The Winter Roads Account is overdrawn $2,655.28. This 
is caused largely by the open season in 1949. The Town earn­
ed in plowing and sanding in Albany, Mason, Gilead and 
Bethel $1,664.82 less in 1949 than was earned in 1948. We feel 
that we are getting our ολνη Winter Roads cared for much 
cheaper by plowing these other roads and that it is a money 
saving activity for the town.
The State Aid road at East Bethel has been completed to 
the Rumford line. There remains 1.3 miles from Newton’s 
Store, East Bethel to the completed section toward the Rum­
ford line, which the State of Maine has taken over as a State 
Aid road and therefore is obligated to build. I f  the Highway
W  , 0  1 /
Commission will agree to build this 1.3 miles of road in 1950 
on condition that the Town of Bethel contribute something 
toward it, we suggest that the Town agree to use the 1950 
State Aid money for that purpose.
The Town Road Improvement Fund was expended on the 
Grover Hill Road to improve that part which has been caus­
ing the most trouble in the spring and when we have heavy 
rains.
Tarvia has been applied on the streets and roads where 
needed and for new work tarvia was applied on the North 
West Bethel road as far as the turn going up Chapman 
Brook also extended on the West Bethel Flat road an equal 
distance. We feel that as much Tarvia as possible should be 
applied to our town roads which are in condition for an ap­
plication of Tarvia. It is the best way to eliminate mainten­
ance costs.
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ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriation $4,500 00
Rec’d
County of Oxford, Labor 14 40
Robert S. York, Labor 61 20
State Treasurer, Labor 19 03
Peter P. Schutt, 1 Culvert 64 75
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $2,259 15
Town Trucks Rental 1,434 70
Gravel 44 40
Shovel Rental 138 56
Bulldozer Rental 54 00
Supplies 106 05
Lumber 314 95
Culverts 126 51
Cold Patch Mix 141 35
Gravel, Etc., from Unimproved
Roads A c c ’t 134 47
Overdrawn, Carried to Summary
W IN TER ROADS
Appropriation 
Rec’d
County of Oxford, Labor 
County of Oxford, Plowing and 
Sanding Albany 
County of Oxford, Plowing and 
Sanding Mason 
Town of Greenwood, 1 plow 
State Treasurer, Plowing S. H. 26
S. H. 2
Gilead S. H. 2
Plowing and Sanding 50-50 Roads 1,401 00
$5,000 00
21 25
105 70
251 55
250 00
420 80
841 65
664 25
I
$4,659 38
$4,754 14
$94 76
$8,956 20
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Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $6,158 59
Town Trucks Rental 4,283 50
Garage Bills 5 00
Supplies 23 05
Salt 272 13
State Treasurer, State Highway
Snow Removal 609 20
Town of Woodstock, plowing and
Sanding Milton and Gore Roads 140 91
Sand 92 10
Bulldozer Rental 27 00
Overdrawn, Carried to Summary
STATE AID CONSTRUCTION
Appropriation $1,596' 00
Town of Rumford, Refund 24 00
State Treasurer 2,805 56
Roads & Bridges, Transfer 71 47
Paid Expended
Labor Payrolls $1,492 29
Truck Rental 1,148 70
Compressor Rental 52 00
Dynamite and Caps 29 38
Culverts 314 28
Shovel Rental 676 12
Bulldozer Rental 282 50
Sand, 84 yds. 8 40
Gravel, 1646 yds. 164 60
Road Twine 2 76
Tarvia, 2,450 gals. 410 38
$11,611 48
$2,655 28
$4,497 03
k ·
$4,581 41
Overdrawn, Carried to Summary $84 38
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THIRD CLASS MAINTENANCE
Brought Forward
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $167 29
Town Trucks Rental 110 10
Sand, 160 yds. 16 00
Tarvia, 5,00*0 gals. 837 50
Unexpended and forwarded
-
TOWN ROAD IMPROVEMENT
Received from State Treasurer $1,778 96
Roads & Bridges, Gravel Etc. 134 47
f ' ,
Expended
1
t *
Paid
Labor Payrolls $664 66
Truck Rental 446 10
Bulldozer Rental 198 00
Shovel Rental 211 82
Gravel, 1,062 yds. 106 20
Culverts 286 65
TARVIA ACCOUNT '
Appropriation $5,500 00
Received for Tarvia, Sand and Labor
for Driveways 631 93
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $1,030 81
Truck Rental 416 35
Bulldozer Rental 21 00
$1,408 57
$1,130 89 
$277 68
$1,913 43
$1,913 43
$6,131 93
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Sand, 569 yds. _ 56 90
Tarvia, for Driveways, 3,295 orals. 551 91
16,334 gals, for Roads 2,735 95
Asphalt, 8,072 gals, for Roads 1,291. 52
Tarvia for patching, 550 gals. 77 00
$252 64
4,283 50
162 70
1,441 60
603 00
218 70
1,157 00
274 25
43 40
178 20
50 00
Expended
Paid
Gas and Oil $2,156 96
Garage Bills 1,896 92
Heat (Oil) 380 57
Water 13 00
Lights 68 59
Supplies 1,086 47
Telephone 28 97
• t
$6,181 44
Overdrawn, Carried to Summary $49 51
TYLER STREET EXTENSION
Balance, Carried to Summary $61 55
TRUCK RENTAL ACCOUNT
Balance
Earned by Labor 
Winter Roads 
Sidewalk Snow Removal 
Roads & Bridges 
State Aid Construction 
Town of Rumford 
County of Oxford 
Town Tarvia 
Third Class Tarvia 
Unimproved Roads 
Harris Tyler
$8,664 99
$5,631 48
Unexpended $3,033 51
Carried to New Truck and Body
Account $2,355 11
Carried to Garage Equipment Account 61 47
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Forwarded
$2,416 58 
$616 93
NEW TRUCK AND BODY ACCOUNT
Credit from Truck Rental Account $2,355 11
Expended
Paid
Bennett ’s Garage, Inc.
1 2-ton Chevrolet Dump Truck, 1949 HCAB 
Black
1 Hercules 2Vo yd. dump body with Cab 
Protector
1 Fresh-Aid Heater and Defroster Unit 
Installed 
Serial No. 28V A I 140
Engine No. GEA4115S $2,355 11
REMOVAL OF SNOW FROM STREETS
AND SIDEWALKS
Appropriation
Expended
$800 00
Paid
Labor Payroll $273 59
Truck Rental 162 70
Loader Rental 152 50
$588 79
Unexpended, Carried to Summary $211 21
TOWN GARAGE CONSTRUCTION
Credited from 1948 Excise Tax by 
Vote of Town at Special Town 
Meeting held Nov. 12, 1948 $2,126 34
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Ralph Burris, 26 cement blocks 7 80
Expended
Paid
I). G. Brooks, heating plant installed $1,050 00 
1). G. Brooks, Plumbing & Sewer
Supplies and Labor 751 45
Paint 51 30
Lighting Fixtures 23 65
Labor Payrolls 194 50
Lumber 42 12
Iron 21 12
EQUIPMENT FOR TOWN GARAGE
Appropriation $1,000 00
Credited from Truck Rental Account 61 47
Expended
Paid
Small Tools $160 37
Smith Electric Welder 254 80
Smith Cutting Torch 135 29
Graco Grease Gun 96 53
Curtis Compressor, Hose and Gauge 197 60
Decker Drill Stand 39 20
Decker Grinder 56 84
Decker Electric Drill and Drills 120 84
$2,134 14
$2,134 14
$1,061 47
$1,061 47
MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
SIDEWALKS AND SURFACE DRAINS
Balance $500 00
Appropriation 500 00
$1,000 00
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER
9 * ·
The Company during the past year was called out by 12 
Alarms, 12 Still Alarms, 8 Chimney Fires, 4 Alarms l‘or out- 
of-town fires as follows : \ \
Dec. 21, 1948. Town of Albany, House Fire.
May 29, 1949. Town of Albany, House Fire.
% ,/ 7  % / I
June 15, 1949. Town of Greenwood, Woods Fire. 
June 16, 1949. Town of Greenwood, Woods Fire.
The Albany fires were paid for by the State.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT M. BLAKE, Chief
f %
IFIRE DEPARTM ENT
* » ·
Appropriation $800 00
Ree’d
Town of Greenwood 370 00
State Treasurer 325 50
Paid Expended
Telephone $ 55 15
Gas & Oil 72 35
Supplies 132 19
May vii le Hydrants (2 ) 60 00
Fire Alarm 50 00
West Bethel Reservoir Pump 73 82
American-LaFranee Pumper Expense 198 71
International 4x4 Truck Expense 72 39
Labor Payrolls 935 95
Janitor, Fire Station 60 00
Hauling Water to Fire 14 00
$1,495 50
$1,724 56
Overdrawn, Carried to Surplus $229 06
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BRIEF OF A FEW  FOREST FIRE PROTECTION AND
CONTROL LAWS PASSED IN 1949
AID TO TOWNS. Towns, cities, or plantations must pay 
the costs of controlling and extinguishing forest fires up to 
an amount equal to 2% of the town tax valuation. The state 
will reimburse the town for ]/> these costs. All forest fire sup­
pression costs above this amount shall be paid by the state. 
Requests for Vi >«tate reimbursement must be presented to the 
forest commissioner within 60 days after total extinguish­
ment of the fire or become void.
SLASH AND BRUSH DISPOSAL. The responsibility 
for slash or brush disposal rests entirely on whoever “ cuts, 
causes or permits to be cut’ ’ forest growth. Such slash or brush 
must be moved back 50 feet from the shoulder or pavement 
of any public highway or road and 25 feet from utility right 
of ways. On complaint, if a real fire hazard exists, slash and 
brush must be removed 25 feet from forest growth of'an ad­
joining landowner and 100 feet from dwellings.
All slash and brush shall be removed the required dis­
tance within 20 days after cutting, or 30 days after being noti­
fied to remove it. A violater of this section is liable to a fine 
of $100 or 30 days imprisonment, or both. He is liable to the 
same fine and imprisonment every 30 days following his vio­
lation until the slash and brush is cleared back the required 
distance.
Another section of the same act requires that slash and 
brush resulting from the construction and maintenance of 
hisrhwavs and utility ria’hts of wav shall be removed from
O
fi I itv i
« /
these areas bv burning or hauling away. Burning must, com­
ply with that section of the law covering burning permits 
which follows :
BURNING PERMITS. It is unlawful for any person
to kindle a fire for purposes of clearing land or burning logs 
or stumps, roots, brush, slash, fields of dry grass, pasture, 
and blueberry land except when the ground is covered with 
snow, without first obtaining a written permit. Permits are 
issued by the town forest fire warden. A permit is necessary 
for any person to burn, even on his own land. A  burning 
pei’mit does not relieve the person of legal responsibility if 
the fire is allo\ved to escape or cause damage to property of 
another,
REPORT OF SELECTMEN
STATE T A X
Appropriation
Paid State Treasurer
COUNTY T A X
Appropriation
Paid County Treasurer
CANCELLED WARRANTS
Numbers 1 to 53 incl.
BEAR BOUNTY
Paid
Benton Swan $15 00
John Oilman 60 00
Martin Jackson 45 00
Estill Francis 30 00
Arthur Barker 15 00
( Tarence Rolfe 15 00
R ec’d State Treasurer
Due from State Treasurer
TEMPORARY LOANS
Ree’d
Casco Bank & Trust Co. $ 5,800 00
South Paris Savings Bank 40,000 00
Paid
Casco Bank & Trust Co. $ 5,800 00
South Paris Savings Bank 40,000 00
$10,272 49 
$10,272 49
$4,899 36 
$4,899 36
$187,770 86
$180 00 
120 00
$60 00
$45,800 00
$45,800 00
ANNUAL REPORTS 27
TEMPORARY LOANS TO BE PAID IN 1960
Casco Bank & Trust Co. $5,800 00
INTEREST
0
Appropriation $600 00
liec cl Interest on Tax Deeds and Liens 257 08
Expended
Paid
Casco Bank & Trust Co. $190 06
South Paris Savings Bank 557 80
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
Appropriation
MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
Appropriation
$857 08
$747 86
Unexpended, Carried to Summary $109 22
BETHEL PUBLIC LIBRARY
Appropriation $600 00
Ree’cl State Treasurer Stipend 42 00
$642 00
Paid Treasurer Bethel Library $642 00
$100 00
Paid Geo. A. Mundt Post No. 81, A. L. $100 00
$300 00
Paid Goodwin’s Inc. $317 49
Overdrawn, Carried to Surplus $17 49
WITHHOLDING T A X
Rec’d Town Employees $2,741 25
Paid Collector of Internal Revenue $2,741 25
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BETHEL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Aprropriation
Expended
Labor Payrolls $168 00
Cement 1 00
Tile 6 75
Supplies 18 68
Appropriation $265 00
Rec’d S. B. Newton
(for 12 mos. Rental 1 Light) 12 00
Expended
Paid
Street Lights $275 80
Blinker, Church R. R, Streets 45 36
$200 00
Paid Treasurer Bethel Chamber of Commerce $200 00
SEWERS
Appropriation $500 00
Rec’d
Stanley E. Davis, Connecting 20 00
Robert F. Keniston, Connecting 20 00
Henry Flint, Connecting 20 00
$560 00
$194 43
Unexpended, Forwarded $365 57
STREET LIGHT ACCOUNT
$277 00
$321 16
Overdrawn, Carried to Surplus $44 16
I  9 *  I V
OLD CEMETERIES
Appropriation ■ <$75 qq
I nexpended, Forwarded $75 00
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PUBLIC HEALTH WORK
Balance $100 00
Unexpended, Forwarded $100 00
ANNUAL REPORT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING SERVICES
BETHEL —  1949
It is regrettable that the Public Health Nursing Ser­
vice could not be resumed before August of this year. How­
ever, it is a pleasure to submit a report on the health activities 
which have taken place.
A Public Health Nurse was loaned to your community in 
June and July to assist with the Child Health Conferences. 
It was through the diligent efforts of Mrs. Stanley Brown 
and other members of the Eleanor Gordon Guild that the 
Child Health Conferences were such a big success. The con­
ference physicians Dr. Matheson and Dr. Boynton gave each 
child a very thorough examination and did an excellent job 
in discussing health problems with the mothers. Some fam ­
ilies had follow-up visits by the public health nurse to help 
in carrying out the doctor's recommendations.
The total attendance was 188 at the seven Child Health 
Conferences. Sixty of these infants and preschool children 
who had not received the complete immunization offered ear­
lier were given protective immunization for smallpox, 
whooping cough, diphtheria, and tetanus (lockjaw).
In October the 4th and 7th grades received physical ex­
aminations by Dr. Twaddle. In November immunizations 
were started in the first six grades. Plans have been made to 
do the rural schools in the Spring.
We would be very happy to have a local Health Council to 
help with the health problems in the community. It would 
facilitate the public health nurse’s duties and make her ser­
vices more valuable to the community.
We wish to thank the Town Officials, the doctors, the 
school personnel and all the various clubs for their help and 
interest.
Respectfully submitted,
Velma Spencer, R. N.
Public Health Nurse
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TREASURER’S BOND
Appropriation $35 00
Paid Stuart W. Goodwin $35 00
COLLECTOR’S BOND
Appropriation $20 00
Paid Walter E. Bartlett $20 00
STATE OF MAINE PUBLICITY BUREAU
Appropriation
$1,782 00
288 00
510 00
60 00
534 00
1,565 59
40 00
75 00
300 00
35 00
$100 00
Paid State of Maine Publicity Bureau $100 00
TOWN OFFICERS’ SALARIES
Appropriation $4,700 00
Expended
Paid
Ernest F. Bisbee, Selectman 
John II. Carter, Selectman 
James C. Bartlett, Selectman 
Carroll E. Abbott, Selectman 
Jan. 1— March 7, 1949 
E. P. Brown, Road Commissioner 
Walter E. Bartlett, Tax Collector 
Elmer E. Bennett, S. of WT. & M.
Margaret B. Baker, Clerk 
John M .Harrington, Treasurer 
Widd B. Twaddle, Health Officer
$5,189 59
Overdrawn, Carried to Summary $489 59
ί
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNT
Appropriation $1,600 00
Ree’d
Town Clerk, Vietualers’ Licenses (19) 19 00
State Treasurer, Bank Stock Tax 424 24
Dog License Refund 53 02
R. R, & Tel. Tax 142 58
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Albert Buck, Town Scales 
Tax Lien Costs
4 30 
20 54
Expended
Paid
Telephone, Selectmen’s Office $ 50 45
Postage 42 29
Supplies, Printing, Etc. 413 90
Oxford County Citizen,
750 Town Reports 324 00
State Audit, 2 years (1947 and 1948) 269 87
Hall and Office Rent 350 00
Recording Vital Statistics 45 75
Officers and Attorney Fees
I t
65 20
Ballot Clerks 24 00
Janitor 30 00
State Treas.
Aid to Dependent Children 149 50
Filing and Recording Tax Liens 43 20
Selectmen’s Office and Lock-up Lights 30 52
Immunization Serum for Pre-School
and (trade Children 152 14
Town Farm Repairs and Insurance 108 31
Expense of Moving Town Clerk’s Safe 25 00
Repairing Town Scales and Land Rent 27 72
Surveying Rumford-Bethel Town Line
(L·
49 50
Unexpended, Carried to Summary
ABATEMENTS
Appropriation
Abatements
TRUST FUNDS INVESTED
Ministerial and School Fund
Deposited, Bethel Saving's Bank $3,560 66
Interest Dividend No. 154-155 89 56
$2,201 35 
$62 33
$383 27 
$383 27
$3,650 22
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E. L. Bartlett Fund
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $506 25
Interest Dividend No. 154 & 155 12 72
Fred E. Gordon Trust Fund
Deposited Bethel Savings Bank $592 10
Interest Dividend No. 154 & 155 14 89
Alcina Grover Fund
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $78 35
Interest Dividend No. 154 & 155 1 96
Mary E. Wiley Trust Fund
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $234 97
Interest, Dividend No. 154 & 155 5 88
FINANCIAL STANDING
Assets
Cash in hands of Treas., Jan. 1, 1950 $19,502 85
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1947 14 64
Due, W. E.. Bartlett, Collector, 1948 85 32
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1949 5,486 78
Tax Deeds, Prior to 1931 324 91
Tax Deeds, 1931 146' 10
Tax Deeds,
w
1932 310 69
Tax Deeds, 1933 318 66
Tax Deeds, 1934 79 78
Tax Liens, 1936 58 50
Tax Liens, 1937 17 51
Tax Liens, 1938 41 68
Tax Liens, 1939 101 20
✓
$518 97
$606 99
$80 31
$240 85
$19,502 85
5,586 74
1,180 14
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Tax Liens, 1940 95 55
Tax Liens, 1941 80 40
Tax Liens, 1942 85 50
Tax Liens, 1945 9 20
Tax Liens, 1947 37 80
Tax Liens, 1948 395 92 923 26
Due, State Poor Account 694 60 694 60
Due, Town of Paris 44 17 44 17
Due, State Treasurer, Bear Bounty 60 00 60 00
$27,991 76
Liabilities
Note, Casco Bank & Trust Co.
to be assessed in 1950 $5,800 00
Bethel Village Corporation
1949 Excise Tax 885 31
$6,685 31
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BALANCE SHEET
> *
•  4 *
Overdraft Unexpended
Miscellaneous Account   $62 33
Town Officers’ Salaries $489 59........ ........... .....
Treasurer’s Bond ................  ................
Collector’s Bond ................  ................
State of Maine Publicity Bureau ..........................................
Bethel Chamber of Commerce ..........................................
Fire Department 229 06........ ................
Street Lights 41 16 ................
Roads and Bridges 94 76 ................
Winter Roads 2,655 28 ................
State Aid Construction 84 38 ...........
Unimproved Road Fund ................  ................
Tarvia Account 49 51 ................
Tyler Street Extension   61 55
New Truck and Body ............
Sidewalk Snow Removal ............ 211 21
Town Poor 338 08 ................
Town Garage................................................................  ................
Equipment for Town Garage ................  ................
Bethel Library ................  ................
Memorial Day ................  ................
K ,
Motor Vehicle Insurance 17 49 ................
Interest Account ............  109 22
State Tax......................................................................  ................
County Tax...................................................................  ................
Overlay...........................................................................  1,652 23
Supplementary Tax........................................ ............  191 94
Excise Tax Collected.................................................  10,509 48
$4,002 31 $12,797 96
Balance unexpended and carried to Surplus $8,795 65
Respectfully submitted,
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
JOHN II. CARTER 
JAM ES C. B A R TLE TT
Selectmen
I
REPORT OF TREASURER
Cash on hand, January 1, 1949 $10,120 74
Received :
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
1947 Town Taxes $ 11 07
1948 Town Taxes 3,987 94
1949 Town Taxes 90,550 62
1949 Excise Taxes 9,058 6 8 -
1950 ExciseTaxes 1,450 80 105,059 11
State Treasurer
Miscellaneous Account 40
Library Stipend 42 00
Dog Licenses Refunded 52 62
Reimbursement of Bear Bounties 120 00
Railroad and Telegrauh Tax 142 58
Fire Department 325 50
Bank Stock Tax 424 24
Pauper Account 1,758 53
Winter Roads 3,109 39
Highway 10.662 82
Equalization Fund 1,989 00
Education 2.200 50
State School Fund 13,419 13 34,246 71
South Paris Savings Bank, Temporary Loan 40,000 00
Tax Deeds
Chase, Mrs. Sarah 176 38
Tax Liens
Bethel Savings Bank 211 40
Chase, Mrs. Sarah 53 46
Davis, Richard L. 86' 40
Forest Products Company 25 60
Millett, Leon 0. 25 00
Reserve for Uncollectahles 110 58 512 44
Interest on Deeds and Liens 257 08
Reimbursement of Costs 20 54
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Victualers Licenses 
Bishop, Mrs. Mary $1 00
Bosserman’s Pharmacy 1 00
Boyker, Henry W. 1 00
Brooks, R odney » 1 00
Chamberlin, Harold 1 00
Cotton, Albert F. 1 00
Ernst, Fritz 1 00
Gilman, John C. 1 00
Hall, Gladys B. 1 00
Inn, The Bethel 1 00
Johnson, Mrs. Arthur 1 00
Kimball, Daisy E. and Philbrook, Ivy C. 1 00
Kimball, Marion L. 1 00
Kimball, Marion W. 1 00
Ladd, Mary E. 1 00
Mundt, Geo. A. Post 81 1 00
Robertson, Mrs. Mabel S. 1 00
Von Zintl, Martha · 1 00
Whitman, Josephine 1 00
School Supplies and Textbooks
Ames, Mrs. Kimball $4 50
Encyclopedia Britannica, Tnc. 5 90
Town of Gilead 56 65
Town of Greenwood 20 20
Town of Newry 24 80
Town of Upton 39 97
Janitor and Office E
Bethel Grammar School $1 25
National Education Association 3 55
Oxford County Education Association 15 75
Town of Gilead 29 55
Town of Greenwood 65 10
Town of Newry 29 55
Town of Upton 35 05
Common School Tuition
Chapman, Mrs. Robert $9 60
Holt, Joseph 10 00
Keddy, Mrs. Zelia 45 00
Town of Gilead 268 00
Town of Greenwood 252 00
Town of Newry 636 00
✓
19 00
152 02
I
\
179 80
1,220 60
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Sewer Connections
Davis, Stanley E. $20 00
Flint, Henry M.7 w 20 00
Keniston, Robert F. 20 00
Truck Rental Account
Sanding 50 50 Roads 
Third Class Tarvia
$3 00
43 40
Tvler, Harris 
*
50 00
Sidewalks Snow Removal 162 70
Unimproved Roads 178 20
Town of Rum ford 218 70
Town Tarvia 274 25
State Aid Construction 603 00
Roads and Bridges 1,441 60
Countv of Oxford
V
1,157 00
Winter Roads 4,280 50
Winter Roads
Town of Greenwood $250 00
Countv of OxfordV 378 50
Town Tarvia Account
Ames, Ruth Carver $14 76
Blake, Ernest G. 38 01
Brooks, D. Grover 54 78
Brown, Arnol R. 25 24
Brown, Dr. E. Linwood 19 05
Burris, Ralph 48 16
Chadbourne, P. H. 16' 75
Coburn, Mrs. Jennie 15 76
Davis, Richard L. 28 63
Lord, Lawrence A. 14 76
Moore, Ralph L. 18 54
Schutt, Peter P. 179 75
Smith, Homer C. 24 24
Thurston, G. L. 41 30
Tibbetts, Dr. R. R.
if
27 34
Von Zintl, Martha 28 43
York. Robert S. 36 43
Roads and Bridges
Countv of Oxford $14 40
Schutt, Peter P. 64 75
State Aid Construction 71 47
York, Robert S. 61 20
60 00
8,412 35
628 50
631 93
211 82
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Pauper Account
Town of Canton $49 00
Town of Norway 33 31
Town of Paris 769 36
City of Portland 86 18 937 85
Albert Buck, Town Scales Receipts 4 30
Ralph Burris, Cement Blocks 7 80
Clayton Kendall, Stove 10 00
West Bethel Grange, Stove 10 00
S. B. Newton, Street Light 12 00
Town of Rumford, Reimbursement 24 00
L. E. Davis, Collector, Taxes 31 49
Town of Greenwood, Fire Department 370 00
School Teachers, Pension Fund 1,216 00
Town Employees, Withholding Tax 2,741 25
$207,273 71
Paid Warrants, Nos. 1-52, inclusive $187,770.86
Cash on hand, January 1, 1950 19,502 85
è  *
$207,273 71
Respectfully submitted,
J. M. HARRINGTON, Treasurer
t
We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts 
of the Treasurer and have found them correct.
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
JOHN IT. CARTER 
JAMES C. BARTLETT
Selectmen of Bethel
STATE OF MAINE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Augusta
November 9, 1949
Board of Selectmen 
Bethel
Maine
Gentlemen :
In accordance with Chapter 16, Section 3, of the Revised 
Statutes of 1944, and at your request, the records of the Town 
of Bellici have been audited by the State Department of 
Audit for the period January 1, 1948 to December 31, 1948 
inclusive.
The examination was made by Auditor S. S. Davis in 
accordance with generally accepted auditing standards ap­
plicable in the circumstances, and included all procedures 
which were considered necessary. Insofar as could be ascer- 
tained within the scope of the examination, the financial 
transactions of the Town appear to have been appropriately 
handled.
Exhibits and Schedules incorporated in this report pre­
sent the result of the financial operatioifh of the Town for 
the period designated. Comments are also included which 
may prove of interest to you.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
Very truly yours,
FMBiemb
I
FRED M. BERRY
State Auditor
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COMMENTS
Town of Bethel
/
January 1, 1948 to December 31, 1948
4 ?
An audit lias been completed of the financial records of 
the Town of Bethel for the year ended December 31, 1948. 
While all transactions were not examined in detail, the rec­
ords maitained by the Assessors, Selectmen, Tax Collector 
and Treasurer, were reviewed to the extent deemed necessary. 
The recorded transactions are summarized in the accompany­
ing· Exhibits and Schedules.
As a result of the current year’s operations, the unap­
propriated surplus of the Town shows a deci’ease of $3,831.31 
over the corresponding period one year ago. The major part 
of this decrease is reflected in the outstanding obligations of 
the Town, in the form of notes payable. Reference to Exhibit 
B will show a net gain from operations of $4,771.97, which 
was transferred to surplus. However, transfers from surplus 
amounted to $4,183.61. These transfers were authorized by 
the voters at a special Town meeting November 12, 1948.
The records pertaining to the assessment, commitment 
and collection of the 1948 tax levy were examined. The war- 
rant of commitment was found to be in agreement with the 
assessment records and the tax list as committed to the Tax 
Collector.
The 1948 commitment was accounted for as follows:
Cash Collections $95,700.72 95.2%
Abatements 358.79 .3%
Unpaid Taxes (12-31-49) 4,548.74 4.5%
TOTAL ‘ $100,608.25 100.0%
ASSETS
The cash balaxxce of $10,120.74 at December 31, 1948, 
which represented a decrease of $5,694.73 over the balance 
reported a year ago, was accounted for as follows:
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Balance per Bank Statement 12 31 48 
Casco Bank and Trust Company $25,985.30
Deposit of 14]49 $189.60
1 ! 6|49 108.54
12,412 31 
-----------------  12,710.45
TOTAL $38,695.75
DEDUCT— Outstanding Checks 28,575.01
Balance per cash book 12jB1 48 $10,120.74
The cash on hand, deposited January 1, 6 and 8, 1949, 
was verified by examination of the bank statement of Janu­
ary 31, 1949.
Disbursements were made by check from properly au­
thorized warrants.
As of the closing date, the records indicated that there 
was due from the State of Maine $7,649.91, and from various 
other sources $173.36. A complete analysis of amounts due 
the Town, for other than taxes, is shown on Schedule A -l.
The total unpaid taxes at December 31, 1948 amounted 
to $4,607.28. Of this amount, $4,548.74 represents unpaid 
accounts of the 1948 levy and $58.54 represents accounts from 
1932 to 1947. No independent verification was made of the 
outstanding taxes.
Recorded tax liens, substantiating the unpaid balance 
of $989.18, were on file with the Town Treasurer. During 
the year under review, liens amounting to $194.40. were ac­
quired on unpaid real estate taxes of the 1947 tax levy. Pay­
ments on 1947 and prior years’ liens amounted to $209.64. 
The detail of the tax lien account is shown on Schedule A-l 2.
No tax deeds were acquired during the year. Payments 
on old deeds amounted to $297.05. The deeds representing 
the unpaid balance of $1,356.52 were on file with the Town 
Treasurer.
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LIABILITIES
The following items of accounts payable were outstand­
ing at the year end :
Bethel Village Corp., 1948 Excise Tax $584.91 
Walter E. Bartlett— Overdeposit 1948 Tax 23.10 
New England Metal Culvert. 927.45
TOTAL $1,535.46
The following data 
payable of $11,600.00:
Purpose
Reservoir, West Bethel 
Reservoir, West Bethel
Third Class Maintenance 
Middle Intervale Road 
Middle Intervale Road
Third Class Reconstruction 
Third Class Reconstruction
pertains to the outstanding notes
TOTAL
Due
1949
1950
1949
1950
194!
• /  r
$800.00
800.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
4.000.00
4.000.00
Amount
$1,600.00
2,000.00
8,000.00
$11,600.00
RESERVES AND SURPLUS
Net unexpended balances in appropriation accounts, 
carried forward to the ensuing year, amounted to $8,025.72. 
This amount is approximately the same as the previous year. 
Reference to Exhibit D, will show in detail the accounts whose 
balances, or overdrafts were carried forward.
The unappropriated surplus represents the excess of the 
assets over liabilities and reserves. An analysis of the change 
in the account is shown on Exhibit C of this report.
T ST FUNDS
The savings accounts 
etery Perpetual Care,
representing the deposits of Cem-
ancl School Funds, were
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verified at the Bethel Savings Bank. All income accruing to 
the funds has been properly credited and all expenditures ap­
peared to be in accordance with the terms of the trusts.
REVENUE AND EXPEN DITU RES
Presented on Exhibit B is a consolidated analysis of 
revenue and expenditures, for the year ended December 31, 
1U48. The analysis indicates an excess of revenue available 
for expenditures over disbursements of $4,771.97. This ex­
cess has been credited to the Town's unappropriated surplus.
GENERAL
The following corporate surety bonds were on file : 
Treasurer $10,000.00
Maine Bonding and Casualty Company, Number 72957 
Collector $5,000.00
Maine Bonding and Casualty Company Number 73259
The excise tax collections were verified by the copies of 
the receipts retained by the Collector. The collections were 
substantiated by the following receipt numbers:
1948 Excise Tax— Numbers 137 to 993 $6,636.62
1949 Excise Tax— Numbers 1 to 63 511.87
TOTAL $7,148.49
Less— Collections due Bethel
Village Corporation 584.91
Deposits with Treasurer $6,563.58
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TOWN OF BETHEL  
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET
GENERAL FUND 
ASSETS
December 31,1948 December 31,1947
Cash On Hand and In Bank $10,120.74 $15,815.47
Accounts Receivable (Sch. A - l )  7,823.27 849.75
Taxes Receivable
Schedule A-2) $4,607.28 $3,877.77
I
Less— Reserve for Losses 25.48 65.00
4,581.80 3,812.77
Tax Liens (Sell. A-3) 989.18 1,004.42
Less— Reserve for Losses 121.19 113.48
867.99 890.94
Fax Deeds (Sch. A-4) 1,356.52 1,653.57;
Less— Reserve for Losses 678.26 826.78
I  I
678.26 826.79
TOTAL -G E N E R A L  FUND $24,072.06 $22,195.72
LIABILITIES
« 9 * "  j ·  #
December 31, 1948 December 31, 1947
Accounts Payable (Schedule A-5) $1,535.46 $402.19
Notes Payable (Schedule A-6) 11,600.00 7,000.00
Total Liabilities 13,135.46' 7,402.19
RESERVE
Reserve for Authorized
•es (Ex. D) 8,025.72 8,051.341 Y
SURPLUS
Unappropriated (Ex. C) 2,910.88 6,742.19
TOTAL— GENERAL FUND $24,072.06 $22,195.72
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a
TRUST FUNDS
Assets
December 31,1948 December 31, 1947 
Time Deposits (Schedule Λ-7) $4,972.33 $4,992.50
TOTAL— TRUST FUNDS $4,972.33 $4,992.50
Liabilities
Principals (Schedule A-7) $4,810.66 $4,723.30
Unexpended Income (Schedule A-7) 161.67 269.20
TOTAL— TRUST FUNDS $4,972.33 $4,992.50
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1948
Tax Commitment $100,608.25
Supplemental Taxes 151.01
Excise Taxes 7,148.49
State of Maine 26,399.39
Sale of Schoolhouse 400.00
Tax Lien Costs and Interest 248.21
Equipment Rental 9,233.55
Sewer Permits and Labor 131.00
Tarvia and Labor on Driveways 943.55
8ηολν Removal Reimbursement 558.47
Charity Reimbursement 170.20
Tuition 1,369.19
Miscellaneous Sales of Material and
Supplies 89.14
Miscellaneous Refunds and Reimburse­
ments 346.64
TOTAL REVENUE 147,797.09
46
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ADD :
Proceeds Received from Notes Issued 11,600.00
4,183.61Appropriations from Surplus
TOTAL $163,580.70
EXPEN DITU RES :
General Government 
Protection
Health and Sanitation
Highways and Bridges
Charities
Education
Library
Cemeteries
Municipal Indebtedness 
Interest
Special Assessments 
Unclassified
TOTAL E X P E  ND ITU RES
$6,733.66
6,435.80
566.91
61,476.85
5,286.85
54,512.16
642.00
75.00
7,000.00
713.69
13,729.90
1,661.53
• t
158,834.35
DEDUCT :
Expenditures Applicable to Appropri­
ation Carrying Balances 25.62
TOTAL $158,808.73
NET GAIN FROM OPERATIONS (Ex. C) $4,771.97
SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 
BETHEL SCHOOL SURVEY COMMITTEE
After the 1949 Town Meeting the Bethel School Survey 
Committee was appointed by the Selectmen as follows: Kim­
ball Ames, Buy Bartlett, Elmer Bennett, Carl Brown, Stan­
ley Brown, Philip Chadbourne, Earl Davis, Richard Davis, 
•lune Greig, Robert Hastings, Olive Head, Arthur Herrick, 
Jane Kneeland, Burton Newton, Evans Wilson. At the or­
ganization meeting Elmer Bennett was elected Chairman.
The Committee met for ten regular and four special 
meetings. Sub-committees were formed as necessary to carry 
on some of the detailed work and to make necessary contacts
____  Ψ
and arrangements. The Bethel school buildings were rated 
as to degree of fitness in many details. Other recently com­
pleted school buildings were visited to determine something 
about, their structure, design and costs. Various possible 
sites were looked over.
Y ou have already received a separate detailed report of 
this committee so there is little need of much detail here 
Only a summary of the recommendations and conclusions 
will be necessary.
The problem given first consideration was that of the 
crowded conditions. It was recommended that class size be 
reduced to a maximum of 25 pupils in the primary grades 
and 30 in the upper grades, realizing that this would largely 
correct deficiencies now caused by classes nearly twice the 
size they should be. Much thought and discussion was given 
over to possible ways of reducing classes to a reasonable size 
without having to build new rooms. B y excluding certain 
tuition pupils at a financial sacrifice, and opening rooms not 
being used, still over half the existing rooms would be too 
crowded. If this was done, in three years the conditions 
would again be about the same as they are now. Therefore, 
the only reasonable conclusion the Committee could make
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was that to do these things would be a ease of rather expen­
sive “ patching u p ’ ’ and would not be the real solution to our
present problem.
The Committee believed that the primary grades should 
be kept in the rural schools and that these buildings should 
be repaired to insure the same degree of comfort and sani­
tation as the village buildings. They favored bringing all 
of the 7th and 8th grade pupils into the village.
At first the Committee considered recommending a six 
room building, but when a $60,000 offer was made by Gould 
Academy for the Grammar School building and land, this 
was changed to a ten room building. This would adequately 
house all the present enrollment above the third grade.
The type of building being recommended is one of the
most common types of -school buildings being constructed.
The one story masonry construction of cinder block walls
« /  * /
with a layer of brick on the outside, built on a slab of con­
crete with boiler room in a concrete lined compartment by 
itself makes a safe, economical, and fine appearing structure. 
It is also recommended that the building be built in such a 
way that other classrooms may be added as needed and so
4 /
that an addition of a combination auditorium-gymnasium 
may be made as soon as the Town is in a financial position 
to do so. For these purposes a recommendation is being 
made to establish a school building fund.
No other school building site could be found which o f ­
fered the advantages of the area which is known as the 
Crescent Grounds, it is land of good elevation, offers ample 
playground area, is right on the edge of the village in a 
section of the town where any future expansion is most likely 
to take place.
;
Most of these recommendations have been made not onlv
a ‘
with the present problems in mind blit with a look into the 
future. Not to have done this would have been to neglect 
nn important part of the Committee’s work, all of which 
has been for the best educational interests of the children 
and the economic future of the Bethel area.
DONALD M. CHRISTIE, Secretary
/  V
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Citizens of Bethel :
I herein submit my fourth annual report on the Bethel 
schools.
Your teaching staff, which is very adequate in quality 
but not in numbers, has had two changes since last year. Mrs. 
Hazel Wheeler who taught the past two years at the Gilead 
sohcol was secured to fill the second grade position at the 
Primary School, and Mrs. Olive Lurvey, after several years
%> /  %> 7
as Principal at the Locke Mills school, has returned to Beth­
el to teach the seventh grade.
' ·
Enrollment has increased again for the sixth consecutive 
vear. The 465 we now have is 118 more than were enrolled 
in 1944. The number of teachers is the same. Most classes 
are far too large to enable your children to get as much as 
they should out of school.
Repairs were carried out as planned. The major items 
cost more than anticipated. This, coupled with several 
“ must”  items not planned, caused this account to again be 
overdrawn. The amount of the School Committee’s original 
request should not have been cut. The $300 of repair funds 
designated for use in the lunch room was all used for that 
purpose. The amount being recommended for next year has 
been held at a minimum because of necessary increases in the 
maintenance account.
Between 150 and 175 children have been taking advan­
tage of the fine meals being served in the lunch room at the 
Primary School. Indications to date are that the actual pro­
gram will pay for itself if the number of free meals can be
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kept down. Other help will be necessary, however, if the room 
is to be painted and further equipment and dishes are to be 
purchased.
✓
The 1949 Maine Legislature failed to appropriate enough 
school money to meet their financial obligations to the towns. 
Bethel lost approximately $1400 from what was anticipated 
for 1949. We have been told that next year we may expect 
a deficit of about $2400 in State school subsidy. Your com­
mittee has set up the budget with these subsidy deficiencies 
in mind.
The same Legislature passed a bill raising the maximum 
for secondary school tuition to the average for the State, a 
good and reasonable bill, but failed to raise money to make 
active a part of the bill allowing more subsidy to towns hav­
ing a large number of secondary tuition pupils. This caused 
an added burden of a greatly increased expenditure for sec­
ondary school tuition, particularly when the number of pu­
pils is also on the increase. It should be stated here that the 
above mentioned conditions are those faced by many towns. 
They were unexpected, and so to make up for this loss of 
State funds it is necessary for the town to raise more money 
Your Committee also feels it will be necessary to add more 
teachers next year. The 1949 Bethel school tax rate was not 
up to the average for the State. Due to this no equalization 
will be received in 191)0.
Therefore, the big increase in school maintenance budget 
figures is due to these four factors : failure of the State to 
meet its financial obligations to the Town, increase of both 
numbers and per pupil cost of secondary school tuition, sal­
aries for additional teachers, and loss of equalization. Should 
the special session of Legislature, in meeting as this report 
goes to print, take some action to meet their subsidy pay­
ments, it would lower the amount needed to run the schools.
*
Those who read this report have already had an oppor­
tunity to read the report of the School Survey Committee. 
Their recommendations have been made only after much 
thought and consideration ot* what should be the first steps
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in improving· the educational opportunities of the hoys and 
girls in the Bethel elementary schools. A  good beginning 
will be made if you support their recommendations.
May I express my appreciation to the School Committee, 
members of the Survey Committee, teachers, and parents who 
have given their time and cooperated unselfishly in the ad­
vancement of our school program.
Respectfully submitted,
DONALD M. CHRISTIE
Superintendent of Schools
SCHOOL STATISTICS
Present Enrollment by Grades
Grade 8 4G
Grade 7 45
Grade 6 39
Grade 5 42
Grade 4 62
Grade 3 61
Grade 2 . 53
Grade I 50
S. P. 66
Total 464
Number of Teaching Positions 13.4
Average Yearly Salary $1873.00
Number of pupils conveyed at expense of town 187
Number of Tuition Pupils (Albany 32, Mason 8,
Greenwood 5, Newry 10, Gilead 4) 59
Number of Pupils enrolled in Secondary Schools
Seniors 18
Juniors 21
Sophomores 31
Freshmen 32
Total 102
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SCHOOL BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS
As Submitted by the Superintending School Committee
For School Maintenance— $46,200.00 (arrived at as follows)
Estimated EXPENSES 
Instruction $28,750.00
Fuel 2,400.00
Janitors & Cleaning 2,400.00 
Conveyance 5,700.00
Elementary Tuition 250.00 
Textbooks 1,300.00
Supplies 1,300.00
Secondary Tuition 19,000.00
$61,100.00
For Repairs 
Insurance 
Superintendence 
School Phvsician
Estimated RECEIPTS
State Fund $11,400.00
Elementary Tuition 3,500.00
Ψ
Total Receipts $14,900.00
APPROPRIATION  46,200.00
$61,100 00
$2,000.00
479.75
1.600.00
100.00
BROWNSTANLEY 
EARL DAVIS 
OLIVE HEAD
Bethel Superintending School Committee
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FINANCIAL REPORT
SUMMARY SCHOOL MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT
I
Resources
Balance, Jan. 1, 1949 $6,164 88
Appropriation 36,000 00
State Fund 13,419 13
Equalization 1,989 00
Elementary Tuition 3,421 10
Textbooks and Supplies 161 02
Refund on II. S. Tuition 212 00
Expenditures
Instruction $25,159 00
Fuel 2,560 64
Janitors and Cleaning· 2,392 28
Conveyance 5,667 62
Elementary Tuition 271 00
Textbooks 1,553 98
Supplies 1,605 48
High School Tuition 16,795 62
$61,367 13
$56,005 62
» '
I  ■ ■—
c , ·  '  ·  ·  ·
Balance, Jan. 1, 1950 $5,361 51
DETAIL OF EXPENDITURES
Instruction
Charles Chapman $2,480 00
Helen Varner 1,890 00
Ethel Bishee 1,890 00
Alice Ballard 1,870 00
Ruth Hastings 1,820 00
Ethel Ward 1,790 00
Blanche Howe 1,770 00
Katharine Adams 1,770 00
Ruth Ring 1,740 00
Marion Coolidge 1,710 00:
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Mina Stevens
Gwendolyn Stearns
Deborah Farwell
Hazel Wheeler
Olive Lurvey
Beth Abbott
Richmond Roderick
Marion Stallwood
Mrs. Roland Kneeland
Mrs. Errold Donahue
Florence Hastings
«
Gould Academv
Bertha Mills
Marguerite Clark
Helen Roderick
Doris Lord
Fuel
Janitors and Cleaning
Paul Salway
M. F. Bragdon Paint Co.
Robert Curtis
Clara Rolfe
C. B. Dolge Co.
Ethel Ward
R. S. McMillin
D. Grover Brooks
Warren Bean
Warren Bean 
Ruth Carver Ames 
A. R. Wright Co.
R. S. McMillin
Can. National Railway 
Gould Aeadernv
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Masury-Young Co. 12 25
Thomas Kennaugh 8 00
Donald Christie 7 00
Frank Brooks 5 00
Bennett’s Garage 1 00
Bryant’s Market 84
Conveyance
$2,392 28
R. S. McMillin $3,060 00
Ei'sel Murphy 1,605 60
Gould Academy 750 00
State of Maine ' 252 02
Elementary Tuition
Textbooks
$5,667 62
Town of Woodstock $271 00
High School Tuition
Gould Academy $16,498 33
Town of Woodstock 297 29
$16,795 62
Ginn and Company $406 97
Silver Burdett Co. 162 67
American Book Co. 236 60
American Education Press 143 00
Encyclopedia Brit. Press 138 15
E. M. Hale Co. 40 98
Lvons and Carnahant/ 11 03
Laidlaw Brothers 92 99
Webster Pub. Co. 19 78
The MacMillan Co. 47 23
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Scott, Foresman Co. 23 01
C. C. Birchard Co. 99 11
Beckley-Cardey Co. - 17 73
Iroquois Pub. Co. 13 56
Platt & JVIunk Co. 19 34
L. W. Singer Co. 11 66
Fred L. Tower 10 00
D. C. Heath Co. 12 26
World Almanac 3 70
Houghton Mifflin Co. 4 31
0. H. Toothaker 6 05
Andrews Music House 3 68
F. A. Owen Pub. Co. 2 00
Allyn & Bacon 8 61
Charles E. Merrill Co. 4 04
Rand McNally
4 /
1 99
Follett Pub. Co. 5 19 ·
Edith Frost 7 50
Row, Peterson Co. 84
Supplies
$1,553 98
Central Maine Power Co. $336 04
Gledhill Bros. Inc. 265 69
Bethel WTater Co. 200 00
Edward E. Babb 108 79
J. L. Hammett 153 00
Boring', Short & Harmon 33 50
Papercrafters Inc., 39 40
A. J. Nvstrom Co.
4 /
17 02
Berry Paper Co. 99 02
Huston-Tuttle Book Co. 23 78
Mainco Trading Co. 86 20
Holmerden Co. 21 00
World Book Co. 30 77
Cascade Paper Co. 73 25
Adelaide McLaughlin 24 00
Science Kit 37 30
News Map of the Week 18 62
Portland Tinware 4 00
ANNUAL REPORTS 57
Walter Jodrey· / 3 00
Iroquois Pub. Co. 9ÙJ 68
Sanborn’s Express 1 50
Woodmans Store 1 75
Donald M. Christie 5 17
Beekley Cardy Co. 9 51
Treas. of State of Maine 6 00
National Edu. Association 1 99
Charles E. Merrill Co. 9 50
$1,605 48
REPAIR ACCOUNT 
Resources
$2,800 00 
20 00
$2,820 00
Expenditures
Overdraft, Jan. 1, 1949 $276 29
D. Grover Brooks 429 75
Loring, Short & Harmon 317 07
Charles Merrill 356 37
Gledhill Brothers 678 50
Gen. Electric Supply Corp. 353 44
Herbert Swan 124 50
Robert Kirk 102 17
Beckley-Cardy Co. 95 61
Warren Bean 66 87
Blake’s Garage 13 25
Gard Bennett 97 50
Robert Bennett 28 00
L. M. Longlev & Son 17 00
R. S. McMillin 12 00
Lewis M. Mann & Son 73 09
N. E. Rubber Flooring Co. 47 90
Willis Ward 31 03
Arthur Herrick 21 65
Hall & Knight 11 55
Sanborn’s Express 3 12
Appropriation 
Hale of Stoves
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American Gas Machine Co. 
Edward Lyon 
DeVry Corp.
Crockett’s Garage 
Yale & Towne Mfg. Co.
E. G. Blake
Bethel Feed & Grain
West Paris Hardware Co.
7 35
5 00
4 81* ·
9 00 à
8 27
9 09
9 65
79
$3,210 62
Overdraft Jan. 1, 1950
SUPERINTENDENCE ACCOUNT
Resources
$390 62
Balance Jan. 1, 1949 $64 75
Appropriation 1,500 00
Grammar School 1 25
Nat. Education Assn. 3 55
From Other Towns, Office Expense 166 00
Expenditures
Donald M. Christie $1,336 20
Van Tel. & Tel. Co. 145 45
Bethel Citizen 41 95
Boring, Short & Harmon 60 00
Donald Christie (stamps, postage) 75 67
Edward E. Babb Co. 36 99 '
J. L. Hammett Co. 30 66
D. C. Heath Co. 2 74
Warren Blake 2 00
H. S. Kinsman Co. 6 65
W. M. Dizer Co. 6 34
School Executive 3 00
Bosserman’s 3 60
National Edu. Association 1 76
World Book Co. 1 35
$1,735 55
$1,754 36
Overdraft Jan. 1, 1950 $18 81
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INSURANCE ACCOUNT
Resources
Bai. Jan. 1, 1949 $14 92
Appropriation 300 00
$314 92
Expenditures
Walter Bartlett $437 67
Overdraft Jan. 1, 1950 $122 75
SCHOOL PHYSICIAN ACCOUNT
I
m
Resources
Appropriation $100 00
Expenditures
W. B. Twaddle $100 00
VITAL STATISTICS
In view of Chap. 320 of the Public Laws of 1945 I have 
not published the marriages and births in our annual Town
report. 
70 births; 38 marriages; 66 deaths.
; 
DEATH S
1948 
Aug. 22, In Worcester, Mass., Lillian E. Chance, age 65 
yrs., 2 mos., 22 days.
Nov. 26, In Rumford, Maine, Robert Elmer Knowles of 
Bethel, stillborn. 
 
Dec. , In Lewiston, Maine, Richard Dean McLaughlin 
of West Bethel, age 72 yrs., 9 mos., 1 day.
Dec. 27, In Naples, Maine, Edith M. Rollins, age 58 
vrs., 5 mos., 22 days.
tf f
1949
Jan. 18, In Bethel, Maine, Dora Jackson Stearns, aged 89 
years, 8 mos., 24 days.
Jan. 20, In Rumford, Maine, Everett Loring Bean of 
Bethel, age 39 yrs., 10 mos., 8 days.
Jan. 22, In Pownal, Maine, Isaac Allerton Cushman, 
formerly of Bethel, age 95 yrs.
Jan. 26, In Gilead, Maine, Mary Baker Turner, age 70 
yrs., 3 mos.
Jan. 28, In Lewiston, Maine, George H. Cummings, for­
merly of Bethel, age 84 yrs.
Jan. 31, In Bethel, Maine, Garard Cross Eames, aged 40
VI’S.
V
Jan. 31, In West Stewartstown, N. H., Henry Thomas 
Schools, aged 84 yrs., 9 mos., 20 days.
Feb. 4, In Lewiston, Maine, Louis Elliott Buck, age 77
yrs.
P  9.
Feb. 9, In West Bethel, Maine, Mary Dodge Arkett, age
85 yrs.
« /
Feb. 9, In Rumford, Maine, Freeborn B. Bean, age 55
yrs.
Feb. 22, In Bethel, Maine, Roscoe Conklin Andrews, age
t
65 yrs.
Feb. 26, In Bethel, Maine, Elizabeth Norris Knapp, age 
78 vrs.
V
March 5, In Greenwood, Maine, Mark A  Lapham, age 70
yrs.
%
March 9, In Hanover Maine, Pearl Brinck Kilgore, age 
73 vrs.
March 10, In Lewiston, Maine, Ellura C. Walker, age 72
yrs.
March 17, In Bethel, Maine, George Norman Sanborn, 
age 69 yrs.
O  % /
March 21, In Bethel, Maine, Ellery Channing Park, age 
84 yrs.
April 5, In Greenwood, Maine, Zenith Wheeler Mills, age 
89 yrs.
April 13, In Norway, Maine, Ronald Edward Barker, 
age 4 yrs.
« Μ ·
April 16, In Newry, Maine, Esther Elvina Powers, age 
57 vrs.
% r
' *
April 18, In Bethel, Maine, Perley Chandler Andrews, 
aged 72 yrs.
April 22, Tn Albany, Maine, Melinda McKeen, age 85
yrs.
April 24, In East Bethel, Maine, Edward Day, age 82
yrs.
April 28, Bethel, Maine, Sarah Barker Knights, age 78
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*
April 28, In Bethel, Maine, Earl Alvin Palmer, age 52
vrs.
May 7, In No. Fryeburg, Maine, Edwin Horace Clough, 
age 71 yrs.
May 11, In Bryant Pond, Maine, Joe Ray Wermenchuk, 
age 54 yrs.
May 20, In Norway, Maine, Mary Lucinda Andrews, age 
85 yrs.
May 25, In Bethel, Maine, Herman Ashburton Skillings, 
age 82 vrs.
O  V
May 26, In Newry, Maine, Mary Jackson Foster, age 67
vrs.
May 27, Tn Norway, Maine, Fannie S. Bartlett, age 99 
yrs., 4 mos., 26 days. ' · ,
June 7, In Bethel, Maine, Walter Leroy Strickland, age
71 yrs.
% /
June 15, In Auburn, Maine, Ruel Small Chapman, for­
merly of Bethel, age 53 yrs.
June 30, In Gilead, Maine, Marion Chapman Morrison 
of Brooklyn, New York, age 73 yrs., 1 mo., 11 days.
July 9, In Rumford, Maine, Elisha E. Hodgkins, age 76
yrs.
Aug. 1, In Bethel, Maine, Amos Hastings Barker, age 86
vrs.
Aug. 9, In Bethel, Maine, Robert Farrington Sanborn, 
age 65 vrs.
< S >  c
Aug. 9, In Bethel, Maine, Erma Margarette Hinkley, age 
43 yrs.
Sept. 2, In Bethel, Maine, Bennett Morse Bartlett, age 
73 yrs.
Sept. 9, In Rumford, Maine, Marie B. Dustin of Bethel, 
age 83 yrs.
Sept. 9, In Mason Township, Maine, Ernest Horatio Mor­
rill, age 80 yrs.
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Sept. 21, Γη Rumford, Maine, Henry Sidney Jodrey of
Bethel, age 82 yrs.
« /
Sept. 25, In Bethel, Maine, Laura Jane Andrews, age 79
yrs.
‘ Sept. 29, Γη Bethel, Maine. Philip Joseph Mulligan of 
Rumford. Maine, age 67 yrs.
Oct. 13. In South Portland. Maine, Alice Angier Brown, 
formerly of Bethel, age 79 yrs.
Oct. 13, In Harrison, Maine, Erna Pearl Whitney, age
50 vrs.
Oct. 13, In Bethel, Maine, Sidney Milton Chapman, age 
59 yrs.
Oct. 17. In Bethel, Maine, Peter Lapinskv of Rumford, 
Maine, age 67 yrs.
Oct. 18, In Gilead, Maine, Lilla Bobina Skillings of 
Bethel, Maine, age 78 yrs.
Oct. 29, In Shelton, Conn., Dollie May Buck Day, age 69
yrs.
Nov. 3, Tn Auburn, Maine, Cassandra Cole, age 88 yrs. 
Nov. , Tn Bethel, Maine, Ralph Leroy Grover, age 22
yrs.
Nov. 12, In Hanover, Maine, Frederic Leavitt Milliken 
Jr. of Lexington, Mass., age 39 yrs.
Nov. 12, In Albany, Maine, William PI. Bean of Bryant 
Pond, Maine, age 24 yrs.
Nov. 20, In Bethel, Maine, Lillian Agnes Kenerson, age 
78 yrs.
Nov. 23, Tn Albany, Maine, Willis Russell of Auburn, 
Maine, age 52 yrs.
Nov. 30, In Bethel, Maine, Bessie May Billings, age 66
yrs.
Dec. 1, In Bethel, Maine, Fred Freeman Bean, age 88
yrs.
Dec. 11, In Bethel, Maine, Lizabeth B. Philbrick, age 81
yrs.
ΦDec. 14, In Bethel, Maine, Lily B. Burbank, age 76 yrs.
Nov. 28, 1943, in Kunming, China, Charles 0. Smith, age 
26 yrs., 25 days. World II deceased. Burial at Bethel.
Robert Lee Morrill, of Bethel, age 25 yrs. World War II 
deceased. Burial at West Bethel.
Respectfully submitted,
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MARGARET B. BAK ER
Town Clerk
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
To Carl L. Brown, a citizen of the Town of Bethel in 
the County of Oxford and State of Maine.
Greeting :
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby re­
quired to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of 
Bethel in said county and state, qualified by law to vote in 
town affairs to meet at Odeon Hall in said town on Monday, 
the sixth day of March, A. D. 1950 at ten o ’clock in the fore­
noon, then and there to act upon the following articles, to 
wit :
The polls will be open for balloting on elective officers 
upon order of the Moderator and will be closed at seven o ’­
clock in the afternoon.
Art. 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting.
Art. 2. To hear and act upon the report of selectmen, as­
sessors and overseers of poor, treasurer, collector, superinten­
dent of schools, road commissioner, clerk and other town of­
ficers.
1
Art. 3. To see what compensation the town will vote to 
pay the Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of Poor, Trea-
a'  »  * * *
surer, Members of the Superintending School Committee, 
Road Commissioner, Clerk, and other town officers.
Art. 4. To establish the price to be paid for collecting 
taxes for the ensuing year.
Art. 5. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for the purpose of defraying the expenses to be 
incurred by the action taken under Articles 3 and 4 above.
Art. 6. To choose all other necessary Town Officers, not
% / /
to be elected bv Australian Ballot.
Art. 7. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for school maintenance.
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Art. 8. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for repairs on school buildings.
Art. 9. To see what sum (he town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for insurance on school buildings.
Art. 10. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for services of a School Physician.
Art. 11. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for salary of Superintendent of Schools and o f­
fice expense.
Art. 12. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for public health nursing in Bethel. Said sum 
to be expended by the State Bureau of Health, for local ser­
vice.
Art. 13. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to be expended on the town ways and for the re­
pair of bridges.
Art. 14. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for maintenance of winter roads.
Art. 15. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for bituminous surfacing of town ways and
streets.
Art. 16. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for State Aid road construction (in addition to 
the amounts regularly raised for the care of ways, highways 
and bridges) under the provisions of Sections 25 and 29, 
Chap. 20, R. S. 1944 as amended.
Art. 17. To see what sum the to\vn will vote to raise and
appropriate for maintaining 3rd class highways and for cut­
ting and removing bushes therefrom.
Art. 18. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to remove the snow from business and other con­
gested sections both from streets and sidewalks.
Art. 19. To see if the town will vote to install one street 
light at East Bethel near Newton’s store to be located on 
pole No. 149 situated on Bloody Street, so called.
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Art. 20. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate to pay for street lighting.
Art. 21. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate to be paid to the Bethel Chamber of Commerce 
to be used for advertising and publicity.
Art. 22. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro­
priate the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to be paid 
to the State of Maine Publicity Bureau to be expended and 
used for advertising the natural resources, advantages, and 
attractions of the State of Maine in accordance with the pro­
visions of Chapter 80, Section 95, of the Revised Statutes of 
Maine.
Art. 23. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for maintenance and construction of sewers.
Art. 24. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for relief of the poor.
Art. 25. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to take care of abatements as made by the As­
sessors.
Art. 26. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to procure from the Bethel Library Association 
the free use of books during the coming year for all inhabi­
tants of the town under such restrictions and regulations as 
shall insure the safety and good use of the books.
Art. 27. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for decorating the graves of veterans (soldiers
and sailors) and for the observance of Memorial Dav.
Art. 28. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to purchase a Faithful Performance Bond plus 
loss of money and securities covering the Treasurer, Tax Col­
lector, Selectmen. School Committee, Road Commissioner and 
Town Clerk.
Art. 29. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate to pay for Treasurer’s Bond.
Art. 30. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate to pay for Collector's Bond.
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Art. 31. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for maintenance of Fire Department.
Art. 32. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
  '   % t
appropriate to pay for fire hose for the Fire Department.
Art. 33. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for care of old cemeteries.
*1 ·
Art. 34. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for miscellaneous expenses.
?
Art. 35. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to pay interest on notes and temporary loans.
Art. 36. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to purchase Public Liability and Property Dam­
age Insurance on all of the motor driven vehicles owned by 
the Town. ’
Art. 37. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for maintenance and construction of sidewalks 
and install suitable surface drains when necessary.
Art. 38. To see if the town will vote to purchase of the 
Brown Company the Day Farm, so called, situated on Kim­
ball Hill for the purpose of establishing a Municipal forest 
as provided in Chapter 84, Sec. 23 to 28 incl. Revised Sta­
tutes.
Art. 39. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for the purpose of defraying the expenses to be 
incurred by the action taken under Article 38.
Art. 40. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate to pay for necessary repairs on the Lock-Up.
Art. 41. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro­
priate the sum of $300.00 to cooperate with the Maine Forest 
Service and the Federal Government in the control of the 
White Pine Blister Rust in accordance with Revised Statutes, 
Chap. 32, Sec. 54.
Art. 42. To see if the Town will vote to construct and 
equip a new elementary school building.
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Art. 43. To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate, for the construction and equipping of a new
elementary school building.
Art. 44. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to purchase thirteen acres of land, more or less, 
part of which is known as the Crescent Grounds, for the 
new school building site.
Art. 45. To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for the purchase of thirteen acres, more or less, 
part of which is known as the Crescent Grounds.
Art. 46. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen and Treasurer, to procure a loan or loans, for the
construction and equipping of the new school building, and
authorize them to execute and deliver notes or bonds of the
Town, therefor, signed by the- Treasurer and countersigned
by the Selectmen.
*
Art. 47. To see if the Town will vote to enter into a con­
tract with Gould Academy to sell the brick Grammar School
% /
building and land to them for $60,000, and that the money 
so obtained be used in the construction and equipping of the 
new elementary school building.
»
Art. 48. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Se­
lectmen to execute and sign the deed for the brick Grammar 
School building and land.
Art. 49. To see if the Town will vote to appoint a build­
ing committee or authorize the Selectmen to appoint a 
building committee who shall have full authority over the
o  « /
construction and equipping of the new school building.
Art. 50. To see if the Town will vote to establish a cap­
ital reserve fund under provisions of Chap. 80, Sec. 130-134, 
R. S. 1944, such fund to be used for future school building 
construction or reconstruction.
Art. 51. To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and 
transfer to said capital reserve fund.
Art. 52. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Se­
lectmen to sell the property owned by the town at North 
West Bethel, known as the Ferry place and execute and sign
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a deed therefor. This property being the same property as 
purchased from William C. Chapman by his Warranty Deed 
dated Mav 29, 1914.
« y  /
Art. 53. To see what action the Town will take with 
reference to ratifying, approving and confirming the action 
of the Selectmen in executing and delivering in the name 
and on behalf of the Town a contract with Central Maine 
Power Company covering street lighting service in the Town 
for a period of ten (10) years from the effective date of said 
contract, whereby, in consideration of Central Maine Power 
Company’s furnishing street lighting service, including the 
necessary electric energy, for the term of the contract, the 
Town agreed to pay for such service the sums prescribed by 
the Company's applicable rate schedule as filed with the
Public Utilities Commission of Maine or as thereafter amend-
*
ed.
Art. 54. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Se­
lectmen or other authorized officers to procure a temporary 
loan or loans in anticipation of taxes for the purpose of pay­
ing- obligations of the Town; such loans or loan to be paid 
during the current municipal year out of money raised dur­
ing said current municipal year by taxes. To pay in addi­
tion $5,800.00 on note now held by Casco Bank & Trust Co.
Art. 55. To see if the town will vote to authorize its 
Treasurer to obtain money by loan to pay the debts of the 
town and take up outstanding notes against the town or to 
renew the same with new notes, and to execute and deliver 
the notes of the town therefor signed by its Treasurer and 
countersigned by the Selectmen.
Art. 56. To see if the town will vote to authorize the town 
Treasurer, upon approval of the Selectmen, to sell and assign 
unmatured tax mortgage liens for not less than the amount 
unpaid and interests and cost.
Art. 57. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Se­
lectmen and Treasurer to sell and convey real estate owned 
by the town under tax deeds or under tax liens to such per­
sons for such prices and upon such terms as said Selectmen 
and Treasurer in their judgment and discretion mav deter- 
mine for the best interests of the town and to execute in be­
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half of the inhabitants of said town such deeds or other in­
struments of conveyance as may be required to complete such 
sales and conveyances.
Art. 58. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
Moderator to appoint a committee of 12 to be known as the 
Budget Committee.
m
Art. 59. To choose any committee, hear any report of 
anv and act thereon.
Art. 60. To choose by ballot the following Town officers 
for the ensuing year, to wit : Town Clerk, Three Selectmen, 
Three Assessors, Three Overseers of Poor, Treasurer, one 
member of the School Committee for three years, Tax Col- 
lector and Road Commissioner.
The Selectmen hereby give notice that they will be in 
session in the Selectmen ’s Office on Monday, March 6th, 1950 
for the purpose of correcting the list of voters from 9 o ’clock 
in the forenoon until time for the polls to close.
Given under our hands this 11th day of February, A. D. 
1950,
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
JOHN IT. CARTER 
JAMES C. BARTLETT
Selectmen of Bethel
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Guy Bartlett, Harold G. Bennett, Roy C. Blake, Carl 
L. Brown, Thomas Richard Carter, Philip IT. Chad bourne, 
R. James Croteau, Robert D. Hastings, Burton L. Newton, 
Clarence Rolfe, Addison C. Saunders, Hugh D. Thurston.
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